Low Vision Steering Group - BME Sub-Committee

Meeting 24th May 2006 John Bright Street, Birmingham

1 Attendees – Mary Bairstow, Jamal Abdullah, 

    Younus Khan

2 Apologies: Mr. Yang

                      Ashrafia Chaudrey



      Swapna McNeil

3 Minutes of the last meeting

Agreed as an accurate record

Matters arising

3.1: Epidemiological information 

There is still need for some specific information. Mary had been in contact with Moorfields and was informed that the results of their data-collection were not yet  ‘ready’ to be released. 

Action -Mary to contact Moorfields (again) as a reminder about the question of for information on CVIs. See later on in the agenda for further action around the certification process.
3.2 Case Studies 

Mary noted that it might be helpful to have case-studies relating to the experiences of people from BME communities. These would form a basis of an ‘awareness’ document for LVSCs to consider.

There was a need to get case studies of individuals, accessing services.

Action  - All to provide case studies deadline 6th July. (Since the meeting the minutes have been delayed and so it is suggested we move this to the 26th July) 

3.3 Organisations working with sight and BME. Mary presented a very quickly drafted list. Younus agreed to do some work on this to complete addresses and provide additional information (the original draft is attached to these minutes)

4.0 Social Care ADSS Representation

There was agreement that there is a need for the group to look at ADSS representation.  

Action -Younus Khan to ask Carl Freeman for suggestions for representation.

5.0  Reps from other areas.

Agreement was reached as on the need for reps for the BME group from other areas to serve on the committee.

Action -Members to supply Mary with details of any suitable representatives.

6.0 The CVI

There was agreement on the importance of data for numbers of BME people.

Discussion on the importance of the forms, the ethnicity categories and how these are completed by professionals.

Agreement was reached on the importance of snap shot monitoring of how these forms are completed.

Mary wondered whether one or two pilot areas could be asked to look at their forms over a short time period and report on whether information on ethnicity was being completed and if possible provide some statistics.

Action - Jamal Abdullah to investigate the possibilities of monitoring of these forms in the area served by LVSB. 

Mary to investigate monitoring forms from low BME areas.

7.0 Care path Ways and Key Organisations

There is a need to plot clear pathways for people from BME communities accessing services. These pathways will go towards improvements and identifying gaps.

The framework could include some of the following

· Ethnic Origin

· Personal details

· Eye Conditions

· How referred

Action - Mary to draft a basic framework for pathways and the group to look at this in light of their experience of working with BME communities.

8.0 Toolkits

It was agreed that toolkits for service users need to be developed, this includes information that is given to service users on behalf of low vision committees. 

There was a brief discussion on suggestions for the tool kits that included information on services, in minority languages. Other suggestions need to be discussing. This could be a Users Welcome Pack.

It was agreed to delay the service provider’s toolkit until the September meetings.

Action – Mary to contact Heather Billington to ask about service user information packs and if any are available specifically for people from BME communities.

Younus to send Mary Bardford information pack and other areas.

Jamal to investigate local tool kits that are provided in Liverpool deadline 6th July (Again the suggestion is that this is moved to the 26th July 

9.0  A.O.B

Mary mentioned that she would be transferring to Vision 2020 but having the same role as Implementation Officer and of supporting  and developing committees. Younus and Jamal agreed that it was invaluable for the continued support from Mary for the group.

Younus contacted the race for health website and asked the group if they would be interested in raising sight loss through the website. All agreed 

Action - Younus to investigate this further and report back to group.

Mary to talk to Mike Brace to see whether it would be best for this to come from a Vision 2020 or LVSC perspective.

Other Actions

Younus to contact Asif Hussain regarding sub group.

Younus to add to the BME organisations list mentioned in matters arising.

All to provide case studies write up.

Framework for case studies could include experiences of someone that has accessed the local low vision service.

Some elements could include:

Ethnic origin


Age

Why did the person attend the clinic?


Eye condition.


Did people attend with anyone?


Languages spoken


Emotional support


Signposting


Please could everyone forward any information about case studies to Mary Bairstow. By 6th July ( as noted previously this has been amended to 26th July)

10.00  Date and time of next meetings

The meetings have been arranged for 20th September 2006 and 24th January 2007 11:00 am both at John Bright Street, Birmingham unless otherwise informed.
