Meeting of BME communities 24th January 2007

1 Attendees
Ashrafia Choudhury

Jamal Abdullah

Younus Khan

Mary Bairstow

Swapna McNeil

2 Apologies

Mr Yang

3 Minutes of the last meeting

4 Matters arising
Epidemiological data, Mary will report on this in the future.. One of the issues to consider is that many people do not register. 

5  CVIs 

The three areas that have been agreed are:

Merseyside

Surrey

Bristol

Studies will take 2-3 months to complete. It was suggested if the sample could be for 3 months as this would be a quarter.

Action point

 Swapna and Ashrafia to get back to Mary if it possible to do a pilot in Leeds or Tower Hamlets. Area fro CVIs.

6 Case Studies and Toolkits

Regarding the case studies it was highlighted that we could look at videos.  This could be used as a tool.

1 For people that is service users about services 

2 One video for professional working in the field (mainly to highlight issues)

Action

It was agreed that Swapna would look at contacting the person that produces video from Leeds.  This could also be used as a toolkit

Ashrafia to contact Seeability regarding possible funding for video
It was agreed that a separate meeting to discuss the video was required.  A date was agreed (see end of minutes)

6 Leeds

 Swapna gave an introduction to the work in Leeds, currently specifically how the ABA Leeds self help group came into existence. Support from health promotion as well as the council was crucial. There was no specific long term funding.

The recent conference at Leeds as well as a previous report from Mark Priestly about the needs of BME communities was mentioned.

ABA has a lunch club that is attended by its members. ABA also is a campaigning group.

In the initial days ABA members from Leeds went to London the ABA in London is a different organisation. 

ABA is the only BME organisation in Leeds and is regularly consulted. 

Mary mentioned a newsletter called BOLD VIEW.  

Action point

Mary to send link to bold view to BME group. Or let Laura of sub committee details so that bold view can be sent to members. 

Contac list to be sent to members??

7  Seeability research

Ashrafia mentioned the research that seeability has undertaken in the East End of London area. More information is available at

seeability.org.uk

8 Information from Hospitals

Younus mentioned that his local hospital was providing infromation about appointments in very faint writing. Younus will contact local low vision committee. 

Ashrafia raised issues about experiences about the people she had come into contact with, there were some barriers for people accessing eye clinics.

9.0  A.O.B

Prof Mark Johnston has conducted some research Mary to send research from Bham. The research has led to community development

Group discussed what if anything guide dogs were doing with BME communities.  There was a discussion about guide dogs and members had views about guide dogs.  We need to contact guide dogs to ascertain what they are doing.

Action point

Mary to contact Carl Freeman who works for guide dogs.

All to send Younus any information relating to BME and guide dogs.

9.1 SELF CARE CONFERENCE

Mary mentioned the Self Care conference

One of the challenges is to measure outcomes for the group

Action Point

Mary to send information about the self-care conference. 

9.3 RACE for HEALTH

Members agreed the need for information to be included on the race for health website. It was discussed whether the information could go under the Vision 20 20 banner with acknowledgements of the organisation that carried out the work.

Action Mary and Younus to take this forward.

9.4 NEW MEMBERS

It was agreed that new members could join invite Jasbir from Focus on blindness.  Also a representative from afbp.

9.4 EVENTS AND INFORMATION
A third conference looking will be held in London, in the middle of the year?.

  It was agreed that some members might be able to meet at Leeds to look at the feasibility of a video on: 9th March at 10.30 St Columbia Church Headingly Lane Leeds.  The Church is a short walk from Shire View.  This is to be clarified it may change to 23rd. March .
