The first meeting of the LVSIG sub-committee looking at services for children and young people – brief report by the Low Vision Services Implementation Officer 

Background

The issue of specialist services for particular groups has been a noted concern both with the Consensus Group and the Implementation Group that succeeded it. Throughout the initial three years of the project the officer has taken a particular interest in services for children and young people. This is possibly because it had been an interest in her previous role within the voluntary sector and as a result she is still asked to contribute to training and articles relating to children’s services. With this extra interest in mind it was with added concern that it was identified that Low Vision Services Committees (LVSCs) are struggling to look at children’s issues and that this is not because areas they are well served with specialist services.

With this in mind and after some discussion at the national Low Vision Services Implementation Group (LVSIG) a sub-group was established. The representation was taken both from the LVSIG and from people serving on LVSCs that had been particularly keen to look at these issues.

The membership

Two optometrists – from Oxford LVSC

One orthoptist – from Sheffield LVSC

LOOK representation and LVSIG member

Two specialist teachers – Dorset and Oldham

One ophthalmologist and LVSIG member

One voluntary sector lead in dual sensory issues and LVSIG member

One orthoptist / specialist in services for people with learning disabilities and LVSIG member

The aims

The aim of the sub-committee was to identify those issues particular to children and young people and to work with the national group, through the work of local LVSCs, to implement change.

Activity

The first meeting was planned to be an exploratory one with members of the group being given the opportunity to recognise some of the issues specific to children and young people. The group was fortunate that the move to look at these issues coincided with the start of the work on evaluating the LVSI project. It seemed an ideal opportunity to use the skills of the researcher Andy Gibson to lead a discussion about the role of the LVSCs in looking at children’s issues. He led the group in a task that enabled the strengths and weakness of the LVSC’s to be identified. He also focused on positive changes that LVSC’s could make in order to tackle some of these issues.

Andy’s brief notes about this are included.

Outcomes

Following this exercise the group discussed how these issues could be tackled on a national basis. It was decided that there is value in establishing a sub-group but that the sub-group must be active and focus on specific issues. 

To strengthen the group various members and, in particular user representatives are to be invited. These include two further representatives from the voluntary sector (National Blind Childrens Society NBCS and Surrey Association for people who are visually impaired SAVI) and parents as identified by the group.

Influencing the LVSIG

Two issues were identified as requiring a lead from the national LVSIG. The first is the question of the role of the Eye Care Steering group and services not specifically for adults. In particular the view of the Department for Health on funding of specialist services and the lack of a LV pathway for children’s services. 

The second issue was for the LVSIG to be reminded of the importance of establishing regional groups that bring together people from LVSCs. This was thought to be especially important for people where expertise in this area was more limited.

Tasks for the sub-group

The group considered their ideas about how to influence change and agreed that they would work on three of these issues. These had to be worthwhile projects that when implemented 

at a national level would have the potential to influence services enabling all children and young people to have better local low vision services. These were:

· The creation/ adoption of a specific charter for Children’s Services (the Committee are to look at a Charter already in existence that came out of the Oxford work that Alistair Fielder was involved in)

· A pack for LVSC’s to adopt giving information about services

· A series of recommendations about the key people who should be involved in LVSCs. For example, this will include advice about parent representatives, children’s advocates and other key professionals.

Action for the future

The sub-group will meet with the same frequency as the LVSIG with a view to reporting activity directly to these meetings. The next meeting is, therefore, to be arranged for sometime in November.

As noted the next meeting will focus on any comments from the LVSIG on the issues outlined and most importantly on the tasks listed above.

