LVSIG – Sub-Group looking at Children’s Issues

Notes from the Sub-Group Meeting 6th April 2006
1.0 Attendees

Mary Bairstow – Low Vision Implementation Officer

Rasmeet Chadha – Dep. Head Opt. at Oxford Eye Hospital

Liz Hopkins – Parent

Megan Barley – Treasurer VIEW 

2.0 Apologies

Mary Guest - Principal Research Officer Usher, Sense

Chris Kersey – Senior Orthoptist, Sheffield Low Vision Services

Judy Sanderson –Dep. Head of Physical & Sensory Support, Surrey

Wendy Sainsbury – Nat. Blind Children Support

Susan Wright – Development Officer – Inclusive Education, RNIB

Professor Alistair Fielder – Paediatric Ophthalmologist and LOOK

Evelyn Westwood – Teacher of Visually Impaired Children 

Kay Wrench – Secretary of View

Mike Brace – Director vision 2020

Mary Bairstow noted that she is still not sure what title to use for some of the members. She will ask people to correct these if required before the next meeting

3.0 Agreeing the notes

These were agreed noting the point above with regard to members correct titles.

4.0 Matters arising 

4.1 LV Steering and Consultative Forum 

Mary gave an update for the group. She reminded the group that Low Vision Implementation work was overseen by Vision 2020 – now through the Low Vision Steering Group (LVSG). 

This is a smaller group, and aims to be more strategic in thought, than the previous Low Vision Implementation group. This group reports directly to Vision 2020, is chaired by Lance Clark (Surrey LVSC and Nalsvi) and meets bi-monthly. In addition there is a Low Vision Consultative Forum that meets two times a year. The aim of this group is to inform thinking on LV matters.

Mary informed the group that the LVSG has worked on a new business plan and aims to expand the project to employ, up to, 4 LV officers. In order to do this funding will be sort from various ‘bids’. Each new officer would have a regional responsibility and a ‘subject’ of interest. The topics could be Children, Learning disability, Older people and BME issues.

4.2 · Specialist equipment

Mary reported that she had had some responses regarding Low Vision equipment for Children. However none had really identified devices specific to children. 

Mary mentioned that RNIB had in the past had a ‘Meet the Makers’ day when the Optical companies had met with service users to look at devices. The group thought that this would be a good thing to pursue.

Action: Mary to look into the possibility of a ‘Meet the Makers’ day to consider devices for Children

4.21 Training

Megan Barley noted also the need to ensure that training and support techniques for children are in place. Members agreed. Liz Hopkins reflected on the need to introduce children to things in an ‘incidental’ or ‘play’ type of way. She had bought her daughter a small ‘toy’ magnifier to help with this.

The group did not reach a conclusion about this so an item about training/ support for use of devices will be kept on the agenda

4.3 Feedback from reissue of Charter

Mary reported that she had re-sent all the LVSCs the Parents Charter. As yet she had not had any specific responses to this though she is aware that a number of LVSCs are looking how they meet the needs of children and young people.

The group felt that there should be some means to measure ‘outcomes’ with regard to the use of the Charter. It was proposed that Mary speak to Alistair Fielder about this.

Action: Mary to contact Alistair to see if it would be possible to ‘audit’ the use of the charter.

4.4 ADSS Representative

Mary has not been able to pursue this any further. The importance of such a representative was noted and Mary will continue to pursue this.

4.5 Choice Agenda

Chris Kersey, who had described the proposal based on ‘people choosing’ services, was unable to attend the meeting. No new information was made available.

4.6 Pathways

Megan commented on the use of the pathways locally. In Stockport these had been used to try and assess the local situation. She felt that these ‘tools’ have raised the profile of ‘children’. She endorsed the role of the LVSC and said that the establishment of the LVSC had enabled better links between agencies locally.

In discussing some of the local difficulties Mary reported that the National Steering Group is keen to see the development of regional meetings.  It is hoped that a Manchester, Salford and Trafford LVSC might shortly be created and a Rochdale group has also been planned.  A North West Regional meeting would therefore be a very useful development.

4.7 VI Scotland Database

No further information about this was available

4.8 Paediatric Ophthalmologists

Mary reported that she had mentioned this to Alistair Fielder when they had discussed the pathways.

The group was particularly keen to pursue this and quickly was able to identify a number of people by name and area. 

Action: Mary agreed to draft this as a separate list and to talk to Alistair about how to complete this. See attached list.

The group felt that this would be a good resource for LVSCs and would help in areas where there is no specialist for children.

5.0 Finalising Conference Details

Mary ran through the final details and checked on roles. 

A report on the Conference will be made at the next meeting.

7.0 The Key-Worker (‘Yello’)

Mary reported that things are progressing in that she had raised the issues at the Eye Care Services Information group (formerly the Hospital Information Group). Mary is hoping to meet with a small group (including Wendy Sainsbury from NBCS) about this. 

[Mary has a meeting arranged with Heather Billington June 9th, from the Eye Care Services Group, and will pursue this issue at this as well.]

Action: Mary to report progress at the next meeting

8.0 Pre-school support

There was quite a lengthy discussion about the Early Support Programme. Everyone acknowledged that the concept was excellent but that there seems to be variable rollout and information. 

Liz wondered whether this group should be proactive in trying to encourage the DFES to re-launch the materials and the concept. Mary is aware that Julie Jennings from the RNIB has undertaken a considerable amount of work on the programme. The group proposed Mary talk to Julie about how to comment/ take this forward. 

Action: Mary to talk to Julie Jennings about how to progress this.

9.00 Every Child Matters

Deferred to the next meeting

11.00 Any Other Business

11.1 Feedback on e-mail question- Mobility issues
Mary explained that she had contacted the group regarding a request about mobility and assessment materials for rehabilitation workers. Megan had advised the group that there is a Mobility Group for children that called MISE.

Everyone agreed the importance of sharing resources. 


Action: Mary to follow up a contact (from Rochdale) to supply some information to the group.

11.2 Assessment tools and frameworks
Liz mentioned that she had found the tools from the Oregon Project helpful. Megan advised that this is a system used in a similar way to the Early Support materials. 

Megan also alerted the group about new Frameworks for Visual Impairment and Downs Syndrome that will be coming out in July.

Mary and Rasmeet Chadha wondered how ‘clinicians’ might find out about these materials. Should these discussions be encouraged in local LVSCs?

Action: For consideration at the next meeting

Date and time

The date of the next meeting had been agreed at the previous meeting - September 14th (10:30 to 13:00).

In view of problems attending the meeting in Sheffield some thought is to be given to a suitable a venue. 

Details will be circulated to members as soon as possible.

Paediatric Ophthalmologists

Alistair Fielder – City University

Peter Evans

Mick Cole - Torbay

Brenda Billington - Reading

Allerbay

Michael Clarke - Newcastle

Gordon Dutton - 

Lucy Butler – Birmingham

John Ainsworth - Birmingham

Harry Willshaw – Birmingham

John Elston – Oxford

CK Patel – Oxford

Sus Biswas – 

Chris Lloyd – Manchester

Isabelle Russell Eggit – Great Ormond Street

Ken Nishell

Gregson

Stone

Bob Taylor – York

Ian Simmons – Leeds

Vernon Long – Leeds

John Bradbury – Bradford

