Low Vision Steering Group (LVSG) - Sub-Group looking at Children's Issues

Notes from the Sub-Group Meeting 6th February 2007

Attendees

Mary Bairstow - Low Vision Services Implementation Officer

Rasmeet Chadha - Dep. Head Opt. at Oxford Eye Hospital

Megan Barley - Treasurer VIEW

Susan Wright - RNIB, Development Officer, Inclusion

Professor Alistair Fielder - Paediatric Ophthalmologist and LOOK

Evelyn Westwood - Teacher of Visually Impaired

Mary Guest - Principal Research Officer, Sense

Kay Wrench - Secretary VIEW

Dr John Ravenscroft  - VI Scotland / University of Edinburgh

Apologise:

Liz Hopkins

Judy Sanderson

Chris Kersey

Mike Brace

Wendy Sainsbury

Notes of previous meeting agreed
 [Noted after the meeting that the previous record had under section 8 - “Chris Kersey wondered whether Madeleine Spears who is the British and Irish Orthoptic lead on LV should be involved in the feedback”. This should be Madeleine Sutcliffe not Spears]

Mary reiterated the key role of the LVSG group:

To support the work of the Low Vision Committees, in sustaining a focus on children's issues.

Matters arising

1. National Update:

Mary explained that they had not been successful with lottery bid. This would have funded 3 more workers which would have allowed each person to have a focus on one of the following: children, black and ethnic minorities, learning difficulties, older people. The LVSG is looking for further funding streams. 

Chris Leese, RNIB Stoke on Trent, is supporting the project on relationships with PCT's (was PCT commissioner).

2. LVSC subs and contacts:

Mary gave an update. Currently reviewing status of sub groups.  Reinforcing commitment to children. Mary is sending out a fortnightly Low Vision Steering Group Newsletter, to Low Vision Services Committees (LVSC) contacts. This includes a question to report back on - last one asked for children's lead contact - but there were NO replies. Questioned whether it was getting presented at the LVSC meetings.

The newsletter is available from: L.Beaumont@vision2020uk.org.uk

Discussion re: changing title from newsletter to update /latest news. 

[Note after the meeting after discussion with Mike Brace it has been agreed to title the document “Q and U’s” – Questions and Updates.]

3. Conference plans:

Mary reminded group of the successful first conference last year in Oxford. A number of issues were raised at this conference including wanting national guidelines.

Recommended standards for Low Vision Services (DOH 2007) have been published - there is no mention of children or VI teachers.  Macular society are producing DOH standards in a format that are accessible to service users. 

Discussion took place regarding the focus for next conference. Suggested that it could be to create recommended national standards for LVS standards for children. Mary suggested approaching Andrew Kent (member of Department of Health (DH) Eye Care Services group) to advise about how to incorporate issues for young people.  Keynote sessions would include 5/6 profiles - health, pre birth, 'O' professions (Orthoptists, Optometrists, Opticians, Ophthalmologists etc) VI teacher, rehab/social, and parents.

Alistair raised the issue of Involvement of Rehab – perhaps a presentation from Guide Dogs on Rethink Rehab.

Aware that some parts need to be clinical / evidence based to attract optoms./ orthoptists etc

Action: Mary to draft letter to DH, from LVSIG, to highlighting the lack of children's information / standards. Ask Vision 2020 to endorse.

4. Specialist Equipment

Liz Hopkins (parent) previously raised the issue of finding optical devices suitable for children. Mary spoke to Jenny Gray (RNIB) + Barbara Ryan. Unfortunately Jenny has now left. 

Mary to keep on the agenda

5. Auditing the Charter

Questions for Charter now agreed but no one to analysis the results. Mary Bolton (Professor Social Science, Oxford Brookes) has been approached to do this. 

Action: Mary to contact Mary Bolton to discuss practical issues and what analysis is needed. Mary to send out to LVSC's

6. ADSS Representative

The Association for Directors of Social Services - Sensory Group (lead by Ann Bristol) is looking to break up into 2 groups due to formation of children's trusts. Mary currently attends meetings of ADSS as part of her role but not as an official representative.

Action: Mary to ask member of Guidedogs - Rehab rethink - to attend LVSIG meeting to update members.

7. VI Scotland database

John reminded the group of the background to the database, which is a parent based self-notification system (through Paediatric signposting) set up in 2001. This has lead to a 70 -80% capture of children's data (1,000) on VISKIDS.

In England, with the new registration system the figures have dropped by approximately 1/3rd.  Important that is data is collected for resource planning, although in England, services to children, is not based on the need to be registered (e.g. education support). 

John explained that Scotland is likely to follow England in adopting the new system. Conference will be held on March 5th (adults) and April (children) to debate issues.

Alistair stated that the CVI is very child unfriendly. Asks ophthalmologists to comment on education needs.

Kay reported that she is monitoring (annually) the registration of children known to education and reporting back to LVSC. This is to support transition issues.

Action: Mary to approach LVSC re: annual monitoring of children and registration numbers

Kay to write up experiences of miss-match of registration for Bold View

8. Paediatric Ophthalmologists

Mary raised the issue on behalf of Liz Hopkins of how parents see their way through the services

Action: Megan to provide leaflet of contacts (NW) as a ‘sample’ for the group to consider. Also recommend NBCS publication. SW to email LA services for VI children (Sept 2005) to committee members. New list should be available in 2007

9. Key Worker

Mary has met with Wendy Sainsbury (NBCS). There is a model that exists for this within the way that Action for Blind has adult co-ordinators. However Action not able at present to pilot a child co-ordinator

Action: Mary to follow up with NBCS

10. Pre-school Support and the ESP

Action: Mary to follow up with Mike Brace

11. Every Child Matters

This has been discussed at previous meeting – as was kept on the agenda as there is a need to address how might it impact on LVSC's. There is now an additional document: Every Disabled Child Matters (DFES)

Action: Mary to put above link into newsletter. SW to forward to Mary, relevant summary page from 'Every Child Matters'. Mary to ask selected LVSC's (those with Children’s sub-groups) how they are including 'Every Child Matters' in their agenda.

12. Any other Business

· John highlighted the Eye Care Review (new optometry contracts in Scotland). This includes free eye tests for all and level 2 contracts for specialising in certain areas of testing (e.g. children)

Action: John to send link to all. Mary to send eye care article in Optometry Today (or link) to all

· Alistair reported on the Vision Strategy - conference in April. Is being facilitated by RNIB. Involves Vision 2020. 

Action: Vision Strategy to remain on agenda

· Mary Guest provided group with copy of new booklet 'Vision Care for Deaf Children'. This has been distributed free of charge, to parents and teachers of the deaf. Felt by group that it would be good to have the same sort of booklet for those working with VI children.
Action: John to put on agenda for Vision 2020 - possible submission of bid / collaborative working 

Date of next meeting: to take place one the same day as the Vision 2020 meeting – this will be arranged as soon as possible

