Low Vision Services Implementation Sub-Group

On Learning Disabilities Meeting

29th November 2005

Notes

1.0 Present

Mary Bairstow – National Low Vision Services Implementation Officer

Leigh Harris – London Borough of Lewisham

Gill Levy – Seeability

Paula Spinks-Chamberlain – National Manager for the Eye to Eye Campaign

Debi Webb -  Seeability

Lorena Carrasco – Admin.

1.1 Apologies

Pretty Garrett – Independent Orthoptist

Gordon Ilett – Independent Optometrist

Madeleine Sutcliffe –Community Orthoptist Bradford

Kathy Diplock – Orthoptist Devon

Carol Smith – Director – Learning Disability (LD) Services Birmingham Focus

Kate Skilton – Devon Social Services

Stuart Baldwin – Seeability Hampshire

2.0 Welcome and Introductions

Paula Spinks-Chamberlain – The group welcomed Paula, National Manager for the Eye to Eye Campaign, Seeability. She was keen to collaborate and work together in campaigns to raise awareness about visual impairment and LD. She explained the nature of the initial projects – the vision would be target all areas right across the UK. At present this is impracticable so work is targeted to a few key areas.

She endorsed the notion that working with other organisations is very important in order to implement change.

3.0 Review of previous notes

· Debi Webb explained how she is involved with the Hampshire LVSC. In an attempt to effect change the LVSC has broken into smaller groups. Each group is also splitting into sub-groups to look at specific issues.

· Leigh Harris reported about his work in Lewisham - funded by Lewisham Partnership 

· Road Shows, training days and awareness campaigns were also mentioned. The group agreed that it would be helpful to develop a project /have an organisation targeted at informing the Low Vision Services Committees (LVSCs) 

· Low Vision Projects. There will be a conference planned for June 2006. Still no major service on LD. Only a few projects like Hartlepool or Northumberland have looked at LD.

· AOB: Mary and Gill to look at the models of excellence / specialist services. 

Action : Mary to talk to Anita Fokken Morrison and Carol Smith about ‘models’ developed in Birmingham.

Glasses: Mary to talk to Marek about the blue book

3.1. Ophthalmology rep

Mary has not yet been able to secure an Ophthalmology representative. Leigh mentioned how difficult it was for him to meet clinicians locally. Unfortunately ophthalmologists and Optometrists have yet no contact with the LD teams. Mary also spoke about the problems found in meeting with ophthalmologists in the middle of the day.

Gill suggested Will Sellor as he could be an interested Ophthalmologist

Action: It was agreed that Will would be sent a copy of the minutes

3.2 Feedback into Bold Guide to LV

This has been circulated. No specific comments have been received. Again road Shows, training days and awareness campaigns were mentioned. The group endorsed the previous desire to provide targeted information on ,and explaining about,
 Learning Disability. 

3.3 Low Vision Projects. 

Mary did not have much more to report on Eye Care Steering work though there will be a conference planned for June 2006. 

3.4. Models of excellence / Nat specialist services. 

To be kept as an agenda item for future meetings

4.0 How to help LVSCs

Mary enquired about any other action points that could be used to make the committees more successful apart from the work intended on good practice models.

Debi felt that the LVSCs could be made aware of the local optometry services that work with people with LD. LVSCs could be made aware of the directory of optometrists then everyone with an interest in Low Vision could have access to the information and know what’s available.

5.0 Access to Optometry Services -  Availability of database of Practitioners

Mary proposed to ask the committees to do the updating work – i.e., to ask the LVSCs to identify those optometrists who were still there and if there were also happy to work with LD. 

Gill reported that the database needed a review as there are gaps and some of the information is out of date as its 4 years old. 

Mary proposed to ask the committees if those optometrists were still there and if there were also happy to work with LD.

Action: Gill to give Mary the directory and Mary to draft a question for the LVSC’s before next meeting.

6.0 Special Olympics DVD – Feedback from the group:

Some of the members had watched the DVD. Various points were discussed and the following points raised:

· There were too many definitions and not very structured

· Very different from the College of Optometrists video and Gill’s video 

· Members were not sure to which market it is directed and for what purpose. 

· Any alternatives to it? How much of use is it?

· Too long (around 6 hours) to spread the message

· Members thought it might be more useful as a clinical training tool than general advice to LVSCs.

Action: Mary to find optometric opinion about the DVD. The Sub-group to consider whether an alternative should be produced via the LVSG. If so could this be a joint venture with one of the Optometry journals? To discuss at the next meeting.

7.0 Communication Passports and/or Health Action Plans

There was some discussion about passports and shared records. Mary mentioned the Government scheme (web-site details as follows: link to the Connecting for Health Site http://www.connectingforhealth.nhs.uk/)

The Government is investing a lot of money into health records, encouraging everybody to update their records. 

Debi noted that Bristol had a health passport and also mentioned the Welsh one, which she thought, was working well.

Debi explained the differences between personally held communication and the more basic passports like the LV passport in the Welsh scheme.

Gill reported that Wandsworth was promoting access to materials for LD in order to get action plan templates so that the GPs can download it from the hospital.

Action: Mary to look into Government plans for LD

Gill suggested it would be useful to look at materials, who they are for and what they are for.

Action: Group to look at the Scott Passport. Mary mentioned the passport on Dementia as a useful one.

Action: Mary to pass material onto the group and to contact Ruth Loebl (RNIB Bham)

Mary mentioned the passport and that Pam has been doing some work on this with RNIB. Two patients with dementia have been piloting a record to help themselves and careers. 

Action: Mary to find out some more about the Government proposals and (after the meeting she also wondered whether Pam could be asked to speak to the group – she will pursue this)

Various items were postponed until the next meeting, which it agreed that Gill would lead 

· Preparing people for eye tests

· Library resources

8.0 AOB

It was agreed that various other people could usefully see a copy of the minutes.  It was proposed that in future minutes will be also sent to:

Will Sellor

Richard Lucas

Judy Bell

Maggie Woodhouse

9.0 Date and time of next meeting

March 7th (Tuesday) at 1:00 pm London Judd St

Now changed to March 14th at 1:00pm at SENSE Finsbury Park

