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Committee (Minutes)

Apologies for absence were received from Fred Giltrow-Tyler (Adviser on DoH) 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the first meeting of 2007 and drew attention to the very enthusiastic Low Vision Conference in November and to the more recent successful ‘Delivering the Vision’ Conference in York.  Evaluation was in progress and Presentations would be put onto the Website – (Will get website address and include it)

1.
Minutes of the Last Meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 16 November 2006 were agreed as a true record.

2.
Matters Arising


Date of Next Meeting – The Chair was now unable to attend the meeting planned for 19 April and it was AGREED to circulate alternative dates.




ACTION
LC/MA
Lions Foundation -  Further to the meeting with Keith Hedges, it has been suggested that an article about the Low Vision Project should be published in the Lions journal.  No further support had been forthcoming.




ACTION 
LC/BR

PR Issues – Chris Leese had arranged some meetings with Low Vision Service Committees (LVSCs) and was drafting the Guidance Note on gaining access to PCTs 

Discussions about joint PR arrangements were ongoing

Beverley undertook to assist the Chair with PR issues.

Bold View had been circulated and a more regular Low Vision newsletter was being produced.  It was AGREED that Mary would circulate a Programme of Events.


ACTION
MARY B

3.
Fundraising


The Big Lottery Application had unfortunately been rejected at the Second Stage, although it did appear to meet the criteria.  The Letter advising of the decision indicated that there had been a large number of applications and encouraged a further application in October 2007.  The decision was a disappointing and it was AGREED that Mike Brace would ask for a meeting to find out more detail as to why our application had been unsuccessful


The Group looked at other possible sources of funding, although it was likely that Lottery Funding was the only realistic source to provide the level of support required.  Re-application for Section 64 would have to involve a significantly different project and it was AGREED to discuss this further.


ACTION 
MB/MARY B
4.
Low Vision Standards


The final version had been distributed at the Conference in York, but it subsequently came to light that some LVSCs were working with different earlier drafts rather than the final version.  Although the Group felt that the consultation process could have been a little better, the Standards were now published, and it was a useful first draft and should be supported.


The Group considered how best to ensure that they could support LVSCs across the country with this and other initiatives and also how to establish a more effective consultation mechanism involving users and practitioners.  The DH need to be made aware that posting information did not always reach the widest possible audience.

A number of suggestions were put forward:

· Discuss how to use the Toolkit issued at the York Conference (which mentioned LVSCs) and how to get users involved.

· Consider producing a shorter version of the Standards for LVSCs

· Analyse the York Conference, key findings from the NHS Pilot sites and other relevant documents to make it easier for LVSCs to obtain views on them.

It was AGREED that the Chair would write to the Department of Health to remind them of the role of this Group, in particular its unique relationship with LVSC’s and the importance of this in engaging user participation.  The letter needs to stress that the Group is part of VISION 2020UK, draw attention to the wide representation among its membership and also, to acknowledge Mike Brace’s role on the Eye Care Pathways Steering Group. It was important to stress to the DOH, the case for reviewing the Standards in 6 months time and then re published if necessary


ACTION
LC
It was also AGREED:

a)
To invite a representative from the DOH to attend a future meeting to discuss the Standards and the way forward








ACTION
LC

b)
To confirm to LVSCs which version of the Low Vision Standards they should be using and that these were available on the Delivering the Vision website: ……        
ACTION
MARY B

c)
To ask LVCS to monitor the awareness and practical use of the Low Vision Standards to ensure they are being used in their area and to let LVSG know of any problems experienced.








ACTION 
MARY B

d)
Encourage LVSC Chairs to contact the Chair of their local PCT, both by phone and in writing to make an appointment to discuss the Standards and ask how the PCT intends to implement them.








ACTION
MARY B

e)
Circulate information about the review meetings being organised by RNIB to discuss the Eye Care Pilot Project and encourage LVSC members to attend.








ACTION
MARYB/AL
f)       To support the notion that the LVSG, with its largely voluntary composition and limited influence, can at best only ‘steer’ LVSCs and try to inform policy makers.  It cannot make policy but with its wide representation and reach it should be able to influence it.








ACTION    ALL

5.
Review of Sub Group Activities


This was noted and the help from SeeAbility acknowledged with thanks.  The Group was pleased to note a very positive message from Dorset LVSC about the progress they had made. 


Mary was thanked for her work in completing the Global Mapping questionnaire.  This had shown there was a significant gap in knowledge about Low Vision provision at various levels between professional service providers (underscoring the role of LVSCs) and it was AGREED to discuss this at a future meeting.

6.
Date of Next meeting 


To be inserted.
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