VISION 2020 UK

Minutes of the meeting of the Low Vision Steering Group, held on Thursday 7 September 2006 at 2.30pm at RNIB

Present:



Representing:

Lance Clarke


NALSVI (Chair)

Mary Bairstow 


Low Vision Implementation Officer

Mike Brace 


VISION 2020 UK

Tom Bremridge


Macular Disease Society

Patrick O’Neill


ADSS

Anita Lightstone


RNIB

Beverley Ricketts

ABDO

David Scott Ralphs

Seeability

Margaret Alexander

Secretary to VISION 2020 UK Executive 






Committee (Minutes)

Apologies for absence were received from Alistair Fielder (Royal College of Opthalmologists), Fred Giltrow-Tyler (Adviser on DoH) and Michael Wolffe (Royal College Optometrists)
1.
Minutes of the Last Meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 16 June 2006 were agreed as a true record.

2.
Matters Arising

Lions Foundation – It was proving difficult to identify and make contact with the right person – it was AGREED to leave this to the Chair to pursue further. 

ACTION
LC/Mary B
Options for Local Fundraising – All present acknowledged that on reflection since the last meeting, it was not viable for this Group to arrange help for  Low Vision Services Committees (LVSC’s) to fundraise.  Committees would be asked to speak at the forthcoming Conference about any significant Projects they are pursuing.  The LVSG must concentrate on securing its own funding as a priority.

3.
Workplan

Role of Committees – It was AGREED to discuss whether a Learning Disability Group should be set up to report to the VISION 2020UK Executive.


ACTION
MB/MARY B/DSR
Reporting to VISION 2020 UK Executive Committee
It was AGREED

a)
To adopt the format suggested by the Chair for future reports to Vision 2020UK.
b)
The Chair would receive information from Mary B and others in the Group and produce a quarterly report to Executive Committee.







ACTION:
LC/MARY B.
Fundraising - 

A Big Lottery Bid had been submitted and Mike Brace had been invited to meet with the case officer Jonathan Carlisle to discuss this further.  An application will be put in to the Kings Fund who are allocating small sums to support good practice.  No progress had been made on a joint funding application with VICTA  - because of their requirement for a post designated to work with children.

Macular Disease Society, Action and Opsis have all contributed their pledged funding for this year.

RNIB has appointed an officer whose duties will include some of Mary Bairstow’s vacant post.  Chris Lees has experience as a Commissioning Manager and the Group invited him to attend the next meeting.  A further RNIB appointment will focus on social care. 

Consultation Forum – The Group was disappointed by the continuing low attendance.  It was AGREED that the Chair will contact Forum members to remind them of the ways in which they can raise issues through VISION 2020UK, Bold View etc.
It was AGREED that the chair would draft a letter for members.









ACTION
LC


4.
Low Vision PR Issues

Introducing his report, David Scott Ralphs stressed the situation facing the LVSG – a voluntary body constrained by time and resources.  There was a need to get PCT’s involved or there would be no progress at all, also, the LVSG needed to get key messages to committees and the wider environment on a consistent basis.   But the LVSG would have to determine  key audiences.  Positive things were happening and these must be publicised.

AL briefed that the  baseline Eye Care Standards, including low vision, were currently under discussion with the final version circulated widely for comment later this month.  The LVSG must ensure that LVSCs are empowered to refer to and use these; the NHS was unlikely to actively to promote them.  

It was AGREED that:
a)
 after the Delivering the Vision Conference in January 2007, the LVSG should assess how best  to assist LVSC’s in actively promoting the Eye Care Standards, eg through leaflets, circulars letters etc.







ACTION:
LVSG
b)
Chris Lees will be asked to circulate suggestions for campaign issues for discussion at the next meeting











ACTION:
AL/CL

c)
A draft copy of the Eye Care Standards is made available, to the Low Vision Conference.


ACTION
AL/Mary B

d)
Tom Bremridge, Mike Brace and Anita Lightstone will discuss the possibility of obtaining and sharing PR expertise from an independent provider.



ACTION
TB/MB/AL

5.
Low Vision Conference

The Low Vision Conference will take place at QAC on Friday 3 November 2006 and the draft programme was circulated.

The Group was disappointed to hear that the Chair had not received any response from Guide Dogs to his request for funding, despite a number of reminders.  NALSVI will contribute £650 towards the cost, with the balance of £600 to be met from a silent donor.   A charge of £5 would be made for refreshments.
6.
Other Business

NHS Networks – VISION 2020UK are already part of this and there could also be advantages for LVSG, to be included, alongside the Eye Care Network.

It was AGREED that Key Policy Issues should be a regular agenda item in future





ACTION
MA

Local Networks Initiative – The DOH were seeking comments on this initiative which was intended to get views from individuals not already involved with groups or other networks.  I
It was AGREED to send a short response supporting the initiative which could provide another way to give service users a voice.









ACTION
MB

Anne Bristow will be leaving Haringey to become Corporate Director of Barking and Dagenham.  The Group wished her well and hoped that she would be able to continue her valuable work chairing the Sensory Services Committees in ADSS. 
It was AGREED to pass on thanks from the Group to Anne Bristow. 








ACTION
PO
Macular Disease Society (MDS)
· Amanda Reeves will be joining the Society on 6 November as its Low Vision Officer.

· A successful Course run by Optima to instruct trainers to teach Eccentric Reading had taken place in Totnes.

· Hull Hospital was proposing, without going through any consultation with users, to take back and operate an already successful Assessment Centre currently held in the HQ of Hull Institute for the Blind in association with MDS.  Local groups and the Institute for the Blind have been advised by the PCT to raise their case through the Health and Social Wellbeing Commission of the Hull City Council Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee.  
World Sight Day – It was AGREED that details of the lunch at Dans le Noir will be circulated to the Group

ACTION 
MB

The menu items would be concerned with low vision but it was felt these should coincide with information submitted to the APGG Planning Group and Mike undertook to raise this.









ACTION 
MB

7.
Date of Next Meeting

Thursday 16 November at 2.30pm at RNIB
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