VISION 2020 UK

Minutes of the meeting of the Low Vision Services Steering Group, held on Thursday 9 March 2006 at the RAF Club, Piccadilly.

Present:



Representing:

Lance Clarke


NALSVI (Chair)

Mary Bairstow 


Low Vision Implementation Officer

Patrick O’Neill


ADSS

Beverley Ricketts

ABDO  (Low Vision Group)

David Scott Ralphs

SeeAbility

Matt Watson


RNIB

Michael Wolffe


College of Optometrists

Margaret Alexander

Secretary to VISION 2020 UK Executive 






Committee (Minutes)

An apology for absence was received from Fred Giltrow-Tyler, Mike Brace, Anita Lightstone and Alistair Fielder

1.
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 20 January 2006 were agreed as a true record, subject to the addition of Alistair Fielder to the list of those present.

2.
Matters Arising:

Consultative Forum  – Attendance at the first meeting had been a little disappointing

Bold View – 600 names were now on the electronic circulation list and the next edition will be circulated via the VISION 2020 UK website.  It was AGREED to delay this until the Spring and Lance would write an introduction.

ACTION 
LC/MARY B

Website - There would be a regular review of content and links every two weeks.

3.
Low Vision Project

Funding for New Posts – For year one, £34k had been pledged by 4 VISION 2020 UK member organisations and Executive Committee had agreed that the Steering Group could go ahead and recruit one additional post. For the two subsequent years the shortfall would be more challenging if no additional funding was forthcoming.  VISION 2020 UK would only continue to contribute if funding was coming in from other sources.

Executive Committee had suggested amendments to the draft JDs for the new posts.  The location of the post will not be specified in the advert.  The post’s remit should include supporting the existing Low Vision Committees in collaboration with the existing Implementation Officer.  It would be a 3 year post with advertising costs kept to a minimum.  There was a general feeling within this Group that the JD was too long with a shortage of outcomes.  See workplan.

Following a useful discussion at the VISION 2020 UK Executive Committee, Lance would arrange a further discussion with Fazilet Hadi.
4.
Workplan

The Group reviewed outstanding actions.  It was suggested that some more effective publicity was needed which set out key messages and could encourage potential funders. There was also a need to address commissioning issues.

5.
Low Vision Progress Report


Discussion covered the following

· Regional Groups appeared to be working well and work on this was proving positive.
· The response from LVSC’s to a recent questionnaire had been disappointing and chasing these up was very time consuming.
·  Not all Committees were sending their minutes to Mary.
· Users needed to be involved in the revision of the user guidance and induction packs – this could be a task for a future Stacks of Chairs conference.
· Funding for a future conference would have to be obtained through charging or sponsorship

It was AGREED

Mary’s progress report and Eye Care Pathways should be regular agenda items in future.

ACTION 
MA

6.
Request from Tower Hamlets

This interest was welcomed and it was AGREED

a) The Steering Group minutes would be posted on the website in future

b) To ensure that all Low Vision Committee Chairs are aware of this

7.
Action from the Consultative Forum Meeting

The Steering Group had been asked to look at the following issues

· Barriers to accessing Services

· The need for more home based assessments 

· The shortage of Rehabilitation workers.

It was AGREED

a)
 Lance would draft a response to the Consultation Forum, to encourage them to look again at service standards and how these can be related to a shortage of rehabilitation services from the low vision perspective.  Comments from the Group are welcome 

ACTION 
LC/ALL

b)
Patrick would produce a report ‘without prejudice’ on the current debate about rehabilitation workers.

ACTION 
PO

c)
To chase up information promised about the Hospital Information Project.

ACTION
MA

8.
Other Business

Eye Care Pathways Pilot Projects – Gateshead would be moving to mainstream services in April and had received an award from the Primary Care Trust for Innovative Service Provision.  Barking and Dagenham service was to be included in the Local Delivery Plan and funding was currently being addressed.

Trusted Assessors – Patrick AGREED to provide a summary for circulation

ACTION
PO

9.
Date of Next Meeting

Friday 12 May at 2pm – at RNIB, 105 Judd Street, London,
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