VISION 2020 UK .

Minutes of the meeting of the Low Vision Steering Group, (LVSG) held on Tuesday 9 0ctober 2007 at 2.00pm at the Royal College of Optometrists London

Present:



Representing:

Lance Clarke


NALSVI (Chair)

Mary Bairstow 


Low Vision Implementation Officer

Mike Brace 


VISION 2020 UK

Amanda Reeves


Macular Disease Society

Beverley Ricketts


ABDO

David Scott Ralphs

SeeAbility

Michael Wolffe


College of Optometrists

Margaret Alexander

Secretary to VISION 2020 UK Executive Committee 

(Minutes)

Apologies for absence were received from Tom Bremridge (Macular Disease Society), Fred Giltrow-Tyler (Adviser on DoH), Patrick O’Neill, (ADSS) Anita Lightsone (RNIB), Chris Leese (RNIB), and Michael Wolffe (College of Optometrists)

1.
Minutes of the Last Meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 30 April 2007 were agreed as a true record.

2.
Matters Arising

Lions Foundation – Establishing contact had proved difficult and could not be made a high priority but it was suggested an invitation be sent for the Stacks of Chairs Conference
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Q & U – Revised frequency of circulation was working well

Fundraising – Lance had written to Juan Shimmin but received no response

Low Vision Conference – RNIB had agreed to fund next years conference

3. Update reports

3.1 Low Vision Service Committees

Looking at the review of meetings between April and September, the Group commented on the large number of examples of good practice and stressed the need to promote these in a wider context.  It was likely that relatively few outside the LVSCs were really aware of the positive work being undertaken and this needed to be positively made known to a wide-ranging and influential audience.  

It was felt that more effort must be made to improve PR, widen the areas of communication and look beyond ‘preaching to the converted’.  If LVSG is going to influence it must raise the profile of low vision.

It was AGREED:

a) to look at how best to do this and whether professional PR advice should be sought
ACTION
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b) To draw up a list of successes for LVSCs and service delivery



         ACTION
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An impressive report from Torquay LVSC entitled ‘Ophthalmology role in developing services’ had been circulated. 

It was AGREED to check how widely this could be circulated and if permission was given, to publicise it in ‘Bold View’.
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3.2
Sub Groups

Mary’s report summarised the work of the BME, Children’s and Learning Disabilities Groups.  She drew attention to

· All the Groups had agreed to draft terms of reference based on those for the LVSG.  

· The low response to the audit of the Sub groups monitoring the Children’s Charter. 

· Preparation of a straightforward leaflets re low vision services for VI people with learning difficulties

World Sight Day was focussing on children , including a poetry competition for those who had been treated for a ‘lazy eye’ which had generated some free publicity in professional journals.  A further competition was suggested – to design a talking eye patch,

It was felt that again there was a need to highlight the successes of the Sub Groups and AGREED 

a) To ensure that a member of each Group attends the forthcoming conference
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b) To ask each Sub Group Chair to provide for distribution to LVSC Chairs at the Conference, a brief summary of what they have been doing and highlighting their successes
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4.
LVSG Workplan

Item for discussion:  Eye Care Steering Group.  No notification had yet been received of a further meeting of the Eye Care Steering Group.  RNIB in conjunction with the Eye Health Alliance, was planning a series of events next spring to raise the issues of eye care services including low vision, with PCTs etc.

Workplan:  The plan needed review and resetting.

It was AGREED:

a) The Chair would discuss ECSG arrangements with Anita Lightstone.

b) The Chair would revise and re-circulate the workplan
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5.
UK Vision Strategy

The draft Strategy will be available for comment through a consultation process from the beginning of November through to 17 January 2008.  Dates and venues for the road-shows would be on the website the following week and these would be sent to LVSCs.  Although it was appreciated that there would be a range of opportunities for feedback, over a 3 month period, the Group was concerned at the very short notice being given for the earlier regional road shows in November which would deter professionals with clinics booked up, from attending.  This was an important opportunity for LVSCs to be involved and it was AGREED

a)
 to include a reminder in the Q & U Update, emphasising this point and encouraging LVSCs to take advantage of all opportunities for consultation and feedback
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MARY B

b)
To take up with RNIB. concerns about the late confirmation of the dates for the roadshows.
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6.
Low Vision Conference

Details of the draft programme were circulated, with the draft UK Vision Strategy as the major focus.  Set questions would be used for the Consultation forums.  Lance had agreed to lead a session on the Low Vision Standards.  The Group felt that a very good programme had been planned which would provide a real chance for LVSCs to get involved.

It was AGREED to discuss at a future meeting, the possibility of seeking accreditation for the Conference, for Continuing Education Points.
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7.
Fundraising

The response explaining why the application for Section 64 Funding had been refused was circulated.  Reference was made to the LVSG not being an umbrella group, which was not right; however, this application was probably not sufficiently different to the previous one and so the Group felt that there was no point in appealing.  

David Scott Ralphs was thanked for investigating suitable sources of funding and was planning to submit a number of applications to Charitable Trusts. It was essential to have a clear financial commitment from VISION 202O UK to back up these applications and important to take on board the reasons for the Section 64 refusal.

Mike Brace reported on the outcome of discussions with the College of Optometrists.  Their Council had asked for further information to the Business plan already supplied

8.
Low Vision Standards Update

Lance had written to Derek Busby (DOH) regarding the updating of the standards and reminding him of LVSG’s role.  No response had been forthcoming.  Similarly, there had been no response to an enquiry about the lack of any mention of low vision standards for children.  He had also attended asked a question of his local PCT about how the standards would be implemented, but the response implied a lack of awareness if this issue.  

LVSG was very disappointed at this lack of response which gave the impression that the DOH had no intention of updating the standards.

It was AGREED:

a)
 to write again to Derek Busby in respect of the issues raised previously
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b)
To look at the possibility of raising a question in Parliament on the subject of the validity and attention paid to LV standards.*
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[ *Chair’s late note:  despite the dismay on the apparent lack of executive action with LV standards, on reflection this action may need much more consultation with RNIB and others.]
9.
Key Policy Issues

PR was discussed in Item 3.1

10.
Future Direction of the Group

In the light of the failure so far to secure sufficient funding. The Group discussed whether it was now time to rethink the original plan to have three low vision implementation officers.  

· There was still a need to improve the service so we need to continue trying to get additional resources to help to do this.

· The need to re focus efforts on trust funding

· Long term plans are ambitious and we may reach the point where we have to do the best we can with existing resources, but we have not yet reached that point

· LVSG must build on successes to date and hope that the UK Vision Strategy would strengthen its position

· Effective PR is essential to combat some negative views expressed within the Sector, about LVSC’s

It was AGREED to maintain the focus and business as usual and review in six months time

11.
National Resource for signposting to a Low Vision Service 

The Group discussed whether there should be a central source of information about Low Vision Services and who should be responsible for developing and overseeing this.

· There is a need for a national resource but also to be available locally, which would be a difficult task

· LVSCs could perhaps play role here but not all areas of the country are covered

· Hospitals seem unable to help and are short of funding

· There are practical difficulties including confidentiality, with using the LV website to advertise LVSC contacts

As a first step it was AGREED that Lance would ask his LOC through the LVSC for information on all low vision services providers in their area whose service meets the prescribed standards and assess their response.
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12.
Other Business

UK Vision Strategy – It was important that there was a formal response from this Group and AGREED that responses be sent to the Chair before Christmas so these meet the consultation deadline of 17 January
.
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13.
Date of Next Meeting 

To be arranged in January/February 2008
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