VISION 2020 UK

Minutes of the meeting of the Low Vision Services Steering Group, held on Friday 12 May 2006 at 2pm at RNIB

(Revised 31 May 2006)

Present:



Representing:

Lance Clarke


NALSVI (Chair)

Mary Bairstow 


Low Vision Implementation Officer

Alistair Fielder


Royal College of Ophthalmologists

Patrick O’Neill


ADSS

Anita Lightstone


RNIB

Michael Wolffe


College of Optometrists

Margaret Alexander

Secretary to VISION 2020 UK Executive 






Committee (Minutes)

Apologies for absence was received from Fred Giltrow-Tyler, Mike Brace Beverley Ricketts and David Scott Ralphs

1.
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 9 March 2006 were agreed as a true record.

2.
Matters Arising:

Website –The purpose should be to provide information in a very straightforward way to the wider community and to try to interest those looking at it for the first time.  

It was AGREED to establish the cost of maintaining and registering the site and to investigate sponsorship.

 
ACTION
MARYB/MB

Rehabilitation Services – Guide Dogs were looking at service standards so it was AGREED that this should be used as a basis for comment for submission to the Consultation Forum









ACTION
LC

3.
Low Vision Steering Group Work Plan

The Group reviewed outstanding actions.  

It was AGREED 

a) The plan should be posted on the website with the minutes but as a second document with a tab for optional access.

ACTION:  MB

Draft recruitment information for the new implementation officer post was circulated at the meeting, together with a proposed revised JD for that post and for the RNIB position.   Although £33,700 had been pledged by VISION 2020 UK members to cover the cost of an additional towards the cost of the new post, none of this had yet been received.   Under these new circumstances, despite VISION 2020UK guidance on 3 March 2006, the Chairman felt that it was unwise to proceed with recruitment.  He would raise the issue at the next VISION 2020UK meeting on 19 May 2006.

It was AGREED 

b)
To hasten the pledged funding at the Executive Committee meeting on 19 May






                                                    ACTION MBrace/LC

{Late note:  On 19 May 2006, Vision 2020UK confirmed the need for a firm funding platform for the LVSG and pledged to underwrite the cost of the LVSG implementation officer post.]

4.
Low Vision Progress Report

The following matters were noted 

The meeting looked at a draft programme for a Stacks of Chairs Conference.  A number of points arose in discussion including:

· The desirability of holding another conference on the lines of the one held in Sheffield, which involved professionals working in low vision.

· A wider conference would involve more administration – could this be provided by one of the VISION 2020 UK organisations? 

· Attendance should not just be restricted to LV Committee Chairs, although it was important they attended.

· There should be an opportunity at the Conference for Chairs to say what their Committees have achieved

· The need to make a modest charge to cover the cost of the venue and food, without making a profit

· Queen Alexandra College Birmingham was felt to be a suitable venue

It was AGREED

a)
To hold a wider Low Vision Conference with a forum for Chairs

b)
To discuss with Mike Brace, the need for more administrative support.


c)      To try and seek sponsorship for the Conference.








ACTION 
LC/MB

5.
DOH Review of Ophthalmic Services

It was AGREED to circulate the response with the minutes and Mary was thanked for her work on this

6.
Eye Care Pathways

Anita reported that 12 pilot sites were now in operation.  The most recent in South Worcester was particularly important because it involved children.  Evaluation was taking place but still at an early stage.  

The DOH Conference hosted by RNIB was taking place on 17/18 January 2007.  

7.
Items for Consultation Forum

· Low Vision Survey Presentation (RNIB)

· Proposed Low Vision Conference

· Outcomes from Children’s Conference

· Short low vision progress report

8.
LVSG Membership

It was AGREED to invite the Social Care Association to nominate a representative.  {Late note: Mary B was raising this matter with the SCA officers at their next conference.]

9.
Making Teams Work


The Group acknowledged the need to continue to encourage an ongoing commitment from both Optometrists and Ophthalmologists to low vision on the LVSG as well as locally in LVSCs.  The Group needed to consider the fact that the present representatives would eventually stand down and new members would need to be found.   Due regard should also be paid to the needs of eye care professionals in terms of meeting dates and times, which needed to be planned well in advance.    If LVSCs met in the evening then this could make attendance easier?


a)   It was AGREED to refer this to VISION 2020 UK Executive Committee
and to discuss further in the LVSG.












ACTION 
LC

10.
Any Other Business

Excessive Use of E mail – The Group was asked to limit the number of e mails circulated and avoid automatic use of the ‘Reply all” function!  The Group noted this request.

11.
Date of Next Meeting

Friday 16 June at 1pm, at the College of Optometrists, (prior to the Consultation Forum)
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