
[image: image1.emf]


[image: image2.png]



Q a

Q&U – Issue 14

VISION for Children

This year, World Sight Day on 11th October 2007 focuses on children and vision impairment. http://www.v2020.org/page.asp?section=0001000100070010
You will note that this Newsletter has taken up the theme and many of the items concentrate on matters relevant to children and young people.

Question:

In preparation for World Sight Day, people across the world have been asked to think about their vision for children.  So, what is your LVSC’s vision for children? 

Other World Sight Day Activities

World Sight Day – A Vision for Children Poetry Competition

Many children have to wear eye patches as part of sight saving treatment for squints or ‘lazy eyes’. To mark World Sight Day, the Children’s Subgroup of the Low Vision Steering Group is launching a national competition encouraging young people to think creatively about their experiences.  

This will be an opportunity for LVSCs to promote ‘early intervention’ and to emphasise both the role of eye care professionals in preventing sight loss and educational staff in supporting children and their families.   

There will be two categories – children 9 years and under and children 9 to 16 years of age. 

Prizes will be available and the results of the competition will be announced at a national children’s low vision conference taking place in Stockport on 8th May 2008.  The winning poems will be read at the conference.

For further information contact Laura Beaumont

Local LVSC Activity for World Sight Day

On World Sight Day itself,  Wirral LVSC are holding an event at The Lauries in Birkenhead.

On Saturday 13th October, Oxford LVSC has an information stall in the Westgate Shopping Centre in Oxford. Various LVSC members will be represented and will be promoting local and national services.

Updates

The Department of Health and Primary Care Contracting 

….. continuing the theme of children and young people 

The NHS Primary Care Contracting (NHS PCC) team, working with the Department of Health, have developed a proforma to seek information from the NHS on successful primary care engagement with children’s services.

They'd like to identify joint working through Children’s Trust arrangements that engage primary care in relation to children's services and local authorities.

In addition, they have produced a review of key literature, which could be a useful resource to help LVSCs consider their role in looking at Children’s Services. This snipped url will take you to a link of the Adobe file: http://snipurl.com/1rwt8  

They say: 

"We are specifically looking for any good examples of (Commissioning) GPs working closely with children's trusts or (Providing) GPs delivering services outside their practice”

Other examples they describe could include: -

· Counselling services helping to minimise the number of children being excluded from school

· Screening services helping to avoid late diagnosis of childhood conditions

· Services for children with that recognise the impact of vision impairment on education and provide support to enable children to achieve maximum potential. 

If you do have examples that fit their remit, it would be good to highlight low vision issues.  To get more details and to download a copy of the proforma see  http://www.primarycarecontracting.nhs.uk/241.php
Unfortunately the deadline for completed submissions is Friday 12th October 2007. Even if you aren’t able to meet this deadline we would still like to hear of any examples so please send a copy of anything you are able to submit to Laura Beaumont.

Other DH Updates

As noted in the last Newsletter, the National Centre for Involvement is currently working on several resources to help engage with people and the public. Some resources that might be useful are the Local Involvement Networks Bulletin – “Getting ready for LINKs” and also, a paper that has been produced outlining the key principles of effective involvement. One other resource that is well reviewed on the web site is a document produced by Voluntary Action Westminster.  See web site http://www.pcx.nhs.uk and snipped links as follows:

Department of Health’s Local Involvement Networks Bulletin (Issue 6): http://snipurl.com/1rwu1 

Involving People – A Practical Guide (by Voluntary Action Westminster): http://snipurl.com/1rwu2 

NHS Centre for Involvement’s Key Principles of Effective Patient & Public Involvement: http://snipurl.com/1rwua 

….. And promoting Children’s Participation

The LVSG Children’s subgroup has been considering getting some expert advice, as it is planning to arrange a special consultation day with manufacturers of low vision devices. We are keen to arrange a day when children can challenge low vision aid manufacturers about the lack of child-oriented and child specific devices.  We have had some interest from a couple of the major suppliers and are working on plans to arrange a day -hopefully to take place early in 2008.

“Participation means it is my right to have the opportunity to be involved in making decisions, planning and reviewing an action that might affect me. Having a voice, having a choice. My voice, my choice.” 
(Gemma Woolley, winner of the Welsh Participation Consortium’s sound bite competition)


For further information about participation for young people see http://www.participationworks.org.uk/AboutParticipation/tabid/54/Default.aspx
Their events page includes some information about ‘Hear by rights’ training days that are free to participants from the voluntary and community sector.

Vision Strategy Update

All four chapters, as described in the previous Newsletters, have written their drafts and these have now gone to a professional report writer to create a consultation document. 

It is hoped that the final version will include various appendices and have an executive summary that enables a handful of major issues to be highlighted.

The wider consultation begins in November with a series of road shows taking place across the country.  The final version of the Strategy will be launched on 18th April 2008.
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