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Q&U – Issue 15

Stacks of Chairs and the UK Vision Strategy 

This version of Q and U’s is slightly delayed due to the National Conference taking place on the 7th November. We had another good day with approximately 60 delegates. For many people this would have been the first opportunity to reflect on the newly released draft version of the UK Vision Strategy. The Conference will be written up – including feedback points recorded in the discussion groups and comments made on the evaluation forms. 

One particularly interesting discussion that I ‘joined’ was that of the service users. Six very dedicated users attended (one having got up at 5:00am to attend). However, this group asked me to note their concern as to the small number of users. So my question relates to this and the newly released draft UK Vision Strategy.

Question:

UK Vision Strategy Key Priority 9 relates to “strengthening user voice”. 

What has your LVSC done locally to ensure that people with low vision play a key role in service design and delivery? What can the national group do to assist?

Local LVSC Activity in Looking at Support at the Point of Diagnosis

Schemes to offer support at the point of diagnosis in both Oldham and Walsall have secured funding through joint partnership initiatives with statutory services. Heather Billington from Action for Blind People says, “This has only been possible because of the strength of the Low Vision Services Committees in these areas”.

It looks like a committee in Wiltshire will be the 79th LVSC with Durham following them to create the 80th group.

Updates

The Department of Health and Primary Care Contracting 

The NHS Primary Care Contracting (NHS PCC) team has recently published guidance for PCTs on commissioning eye care services. www.primarycarecontracting.nhs.uk/uploads/Optometry/october_07/community_eye_care.pdf
In the last week of October, the Association of Optometrists held the National Optometric Conference. Most of the event focused on how to support optometrists in commissioning local services. These skills and the information received will be very useful in your LVSC. If you don’t have a member of your Local Optometric Committee (LOC) on your LVSC this might be an opportunity to invite them to share some ideas. Have at look at the programme to see what was covered: http://snipurl.com/1tdih and a couple of the PowerPoint presentations can be found at: http://snipurl.com/1tdik and http://snipurl.com/1tdij
Other DH Updates

News from the Patient-Citizen Network

On 30th October, the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Bill received Royal Assent strengthening the duty on NHS bodies to involve and consult local communities about changes to services. From April 2008, existing Patient and Public Involvement Forums and their co-ordinating body, the Commission for Patient and Public Involvement in Health (CPPIH), will be replaced with 150 Local Involvement Networks (LINks).

It is hoped that LINks will make it easier for local communities to influence key decisions about health services in their area. It is important that LVSCs find out about their local Network to ensure that the voice of people with low vision is heard.

One new book recently published that might be a useful resource is a book by Susie Green called “Involving People in Healthcare Policy and Practice”. It is published by Radcliffe Oxford and costs £24.95. The following snipped url will take you to a document that reviews this book: http://snipurl.com/1tdit 

News from NHS Networks

Disabled Young People and Transition

A new guide on transitions for disabled young people has been published. The following snipped url will take you to the guide, which is in pdf format: http://snipurl.com/1tdj4 

Other Updates

A Film about Eye Care for People with Learning Disability

SeeAbility have just launched a DVD and an accompanying book called “You and Eye”  - developed by the Eye 2 Eye team. This is an excellent resource and a good opportunity for LVSCs to talk about low vision services and people with learning disabilities. Free copies are available by making contact through the Look Up website http://www.lookupinfo.org/index.php?id=203
Emotional Support Update

On October 17th a national conference launched VINCE – the Visual Impairment Network for Counselling and Emotional support. The conference explored the issue of emotional support and discussed various ways that the network could develop. 

The network aims to:


• Develop collaborative working between counsellors and emotional support service providers.
• Share good practice, service developments, evaluation and research outcomes
• Influence the development of counselling and emotional support services for adults, children and families affected by sight loss


For more information about VINCE, contact Dennis Lewis on 020 8295 2280 or denjohnlewis@aol.com 

Research  Articles

It is not often I mention specific research, but I was recently fortunate enough to attend an interesting lecture at the Hospital Optometrists Conference. Michael Crossland, an Optometrist and Researcher at University College London (UCL) Institute of Ophthalmology, spoke about a new technique that might help identify in the future the extent of central vision loss in people with retinal disease. The research is worthy of note because of its relevance to clinical investigation and also because it explores some of the perceptual issues that are of interest from a rehabilitative perspective. The full research article can be accessed in pdf by using he following snipped url: http://snipurl.com/1tdjk  

MEB – November 2007

Low Vision Steering Group


C/O Opsis Office 


Queen Alexandra College


Court Oak Road


 Harborne


 Birmingham


B17 9TG


Tel. No.: 0121 428 5035  


EMail: m.bairstow@vision2020uk.org.uk


Website: www.lowvision.org.uk















