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When travelling around the country working with various LVSCs, I am keen to respond to requests for information or advice. So, the following question is one that I was asked at a recent meeting.

Where possible, I also respond by trying to collate or, where necessary, create new resources for LVSCs. Blackburn with Darwen, our newest LVSC, at its first meeting identified the need to attract a PCT representative and asked me to create a template letter for this purpose. I’ll be working with Chris Leese from the RNIB using his expertise to do this and will circulate this shortly.

Question:

Just how many ophthalmologists are involved with LVSCs? Please could you let us know if you have an ophthalmologist on your LVSC, how regularly they attend and if they have a particular role (chair, sub-group lead, etc…)?

Top Tip

Prof. Alistair Fielder, the ophthalmologist who sits on the National Steering Group, wonders if you should arrange your meetings at a time early in the evening (say 5 or 6 o’clock). He feels that this might help ophthalmic colleagues who are worried about their attendance disturbing their clinical commitments.

Find out more about ophthalmologists and what they do (including a useful glossary of terms) at: www.rcophth.ac.uk/about/public/
Updates

Department of Health Consultation 

Another important document that has recently been published is The Commissioning Framework for Health and Wellbeing.  Launched by the Right Honourable Patricia Hewitt MP, it is an important document for LVSCs, because of its emphasis on user-centred services and the need for integration of health and social care.

There is a three month consultation and results will be published in the summer.  Various resources to support the consultation are available, though there does seem at least to be some temporary difficulty with the official Care Services Improvement Partnership site: www.csip.org.uk
In the meantime, the documents are attached and available at the Department of Health site: http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_072604
A Text version can be found at: http://snipurl.com/1dmif
A PDF version can be found at: http://snipurl.com/1dmjl
In the coming weeks we hope to provide some specific advice about the document and the relevance to LVSCs. See also www.integratedcarenetwork.gov.uk/index.cfm?pid=95&catalogueContentID=917
Where do you go for low vision services?

The Department of Health has recently opened up a consultation looking at ways the current Hospital Travel Costs Scheme might change to take account of the changes proposed in delivery of care. In particular, it notes the  government’s recent White Paper, ‘Our health, our care, our say’, explaining that this sets a new strategic direction to move care closer to where people live and yet noting that for some people there will still be significant travel costs.

At ‘Delivering the Vision’, many of us heard of some very exciting schemes enabling people to access low vision services closer to home. This is an important issue for LVSCs and for people with low vision the issue of transport is very important. 

The Department of Health has promoted this consultation through the PALs network, as they seem to be particularly keen to hear from service users. This would, therefore, be an ideal opportunity for your LVSC to make its views known in relation to low vision services.

Details of this are available on the Department of Health website:

www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_064180
A text version can be found at: http://snipurl.com/1dmhq
A PDF version can be found at: http://snipurl.com/1dmi3
Learning disability resources

Mencap have produced a CD resource that is aimed at increasing the understanding of what it means to have learning disabilities. There are a series of easily accessible videos with audio description looking at particular aspects of people’s lives. The LVSG sub-group looking at learning disabilities has looked at the CD and feels it would be a useful resource for LVSCs. The sub-group is particularly keen to remind LVSCs that low vision services for people with learning disabilities should not be overlooked. Gill Levy from SeeAbility is currently working on a leaflet explaining low vision services and outlining the impact these can make. When this is available we will ensure it is circulated to all LVSCs.

To meet some of the people who took part in the video visit:

www.mencap.org.uk/html/campaigns/PMLD/meet_the_people.asp
If you would like to order the Meet the People CD-Rom contact Bella Travis on 0207 696 6019 or email meetthepeople@mencap.org.uk
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