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Q a

Q&U - Issue 8

In this edition we are asking about the Newsletter itself, rather than the activities of the LVSCs.  We would like to know how often you’d like to receive Q and U’s.

Question:

Is once every two weeks too much? Let us know if the frequency of Q and U’s is about right or too frequent or not enough?

Top Tip

Do you know of a local optometrist who would like to carry out some low vision research in their practice? The College of Optometrists has launched a new research strategy designed to support research for optometrists in their own practice. As well as guidance and training, there will be a Small Grants Scheme to help fund small scale research projects. Grants will be worth a maximum of £10,000 and up to five grants will be allocated each year. To find out more please contact Beverley Hancock, iPRO, Tel: 0121 414 7113 

E-mail: b.hancock@bham.ac.uk 

Updates

Local Successes

Standard 4.3.13 of the Low Vision Report notes that “services should provide advice, information and equipment for creating the most enabling environment in the home, work or school”. Good news for Oxford LVSC who noted the need to apply this to their local Eye Department. The Committee wrote to their local hospital noting some issues regarding the environment and signage in particular. They received a speedy reply from the hospital with some very positive and constructive comments.

Department of Health Updates

Some time ago we circulated details of a government consultation “A Stronger Local Voice”, which detailed various proposals for involving service users in local commissioning. You can access this document by using the following snipped url: http://snipurl.com/1hn86 

One suggestion was the establishment of Local Involvement Networks (LINks). The primary legislation to set-up these bodies is currently being considered by Parliament but, in the meantime, further information is available in their first bulletin, which is linked.

To download a pdf version of this Bulletin use this snipped url: http://snipurl.com/1hn8i

To download a text version of the Bulletin, use this snipped url: http://snipurl.com/1hn8k

There is also a newly established website that focuses on involving ‘patients and the public’ in the NHS.  Link is www.nhscentreforinvolvement.nhs.uk/
These LINks have the potential to be of great value in enabling the views of service users on LVSCs to be heard. This is illustrated by a quote from Harry Cayton the National Director of Patients and the Public, “LINKs will be powerful advocates for the views that they gather and will help to provide higher quality services for their local populations”

Meeting LVSC aims

Many LVSCs have taken Section 5.1.2 “The role of local Low Vision Services Committee” as a basis for your terms of reference. Amongst the aims stated there are suggestions about the need to “identify and log ….gaps in provision” and to “ ensure that local services respond to and reflect national priorities, recommendations and research findings as they come available”.  One tool for the LVSCs, therefore, may be POPPI. This has been developed in collaboration with 23 councils in England, and is a tool to enable planning in social care.

"POPPI" stands for Projecting Older People Population Information. It makes data available from the latest National Statistics  65+  population  projections   for  local council areas and can supply detail right down to district  level. 

To determine local population characteristics its uses information from the census and national prevalence estimates that then are factored into the population forecasts for future years.

Details about POPPI have already been circulated through the NHS Networks site http://www.networks.nhs.uk/news.php?nid=1425 and I have already seen this circulated to at least one local LVSC. It would good to get feedback from any LVSCs that have used this in developing plans or projections. (Attached docs as well)

To download a pdf version of this document use the following snipped url: http://snipurl.com/1hn8w
To download a text version of this document use the following snipped url: http://snipurl.com/1hn8y
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